The basic theme of this thesis originated some years ago with the
stimulating discussions I had with my friends and colleagues Jan
Cejka and Bilal Hammad about indigenous architecture. The trips we
took together around the Middle East and Europe shaped my interest in
the subject. In September 1981, I crossed the River Jordan to visit a
number of villages in the occupied West Bank. I was overwhelmed by
the architectural qualities I found, and I decided then to spend six
months in the area so as to study the architecture of the Palestinlan
village. Today, six years later, I realize that what is written here
is just the beginning.

It would not be possible to adequately thank the people of the
village of Deir Ghassaneh who spared long hours of their time talking
to me about their history, way of 1life, and the uses of their spaces,
subjects about which I knew very little. I particularly want to
thank the elders for their patience with my endless inquisitive
questions; and the women of Deir Ghassaneh who tolerated with
indulgence my snooping into their private and personal lives. I will
always remember with fondness their hospitality and curiosity.
Talking to the elders of Deir Ghassaneh, who carried me vividly
into their past memories, was the most enjoyable part of the work,
and without them the work would not have been possible.

Professor C.B. Wllson supervised the thesis. To him I owe a great
deal. His guldance, ecritical and constructive criticism and his
unfailing support throughout the different stages of the research and
writing were invaluable.

As for the actual writing of the thesis, it would not have been
completed without the support of Salim Tamari who patiently
listened to my 1deas and helped me put them in perspective. He
generously gave of his time. I should particularly thank him for
putting up with the my chronic depressions during thesis writing.

Penny Johnson read through and helped edit the thesis with diligence



