Chapter One
The Implementation of Tanzimat-era Property-Tenure
and Property-Tax Reforms in Palestine

When did the series of land-tenure reforms ushered in beginning with the Land Code of April
1858 (7 Ramadan 1274) begin to be implemented in Hebron and the other administrative
districts that comprised Palestine? Not only in textbooks*® but also in a number of scholarly
research works,*® academic authors have skirted this question. Most scholarly sources
discussing property-tenure reform in the nineteenth century mention only the promulgation
of thel858 law (and sometimes the 1867 law permitting foreigners to possess property)
before leaping on to a discussion of the causes, goals, and effects of the reform. The process

of reform is an important missing link in this narrative. Before embarking on a discussion of
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