Appendix E

[The following assessment of official W.B. statistics in excerpted from

Hans Lofgren's Migration from the West Bank (Stockholm University, 1982),
pp. 26-17].

[@est ianﬁ]poglation statistics are based on the September 1967 census.
They have been adjusted to the various components of population change, ie.
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The labor data have been obtained from a survey of families in the West

Bank and the Gaza Strip. This survey has been conducted currently since

1968. Each family is visited every quarter year. Until July-sep-
4,500 families. Since then it has covered 6,500
" are

Augus
tember 1973 it includec
fami1ies*(3) The following definitions have been used: (i) "Employec
persons who worked at least one hour during the determinant week (i.e. the
week preceiing the enumerator's visit); (ii) "Unemployed" are persons who
did not work at all and actively sought work during the determinant week,
(iii) "outside the labor force" are all persons aged 14 and over who were
neither employed nor unemployed. Housewives, Students and persons living
on pensions belong to this latter group. The definitions coincide with
those used for the Israeli popu1ation.(4) The constant low unemployment
figures suggest that people not employed were not nomally registered as
"unemployed". Instead they were excluded from the labor force. An ILO-
report has mentioned the possibility that only workers who have been re-
fused work in Israel are registered as unemploye-¢(5) If so this can mean
that persons seeking jobs on the WB use other channels, while at least some
of the persons who seek employment in Israel register at the labor exchange

bureaux.
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