105

In 194 the Pslestine Liberation Organisation was founded as a States signed the Camp Dmvid iccomds calling for Jerael’s phased

‘mmier wpokssar for the Palestindans, in addition to Jordan. withdrawal from Sinat and ommlimtion of relations between

turing the subseqment fiw years the PLO falled to attract eerious fgynt and [srael. Of the Falestinian question, lerael and Egyot

Attention but the situation changed following the disastrous were supposed 1o reach an agresment which would glww Palestinfians

in "Jodea and Samaria” full final on

Arab defeat of 1967 which lead to bitter disappointnent Ln the

minds of Arabs and undermined the credibdlity of many of their the future of that territory flve years later. The PLOD and all

Fegises. In contrast, Palestinians and Arsbs began to view other Arab regimes (@xcept Sudan) were opposed to the unilateral

the smergence of armed Palestinian resistence with respect and Egyntian-lsraeli peace trealy. Despite American and Egyptian

oven admiration, snd hence provided such groups with massive promises of "full autonomy™, most Palestinlans beliewed that

material and moral support. Within tes years of the June war, Begin held a completely different view, and that sutonomy meant

w h . Thi Ld
Palestinian commandos (whose major force was Fateh) had become im no sore than 4 means to legalize occupation & wom

overcome Palestinian resistence and diffuse the international
& threat to Israel's security.

onsensus against Israel. According to the dominant Palestinian

Desplte assaults from Israel and tragie confrontations with some view, tsrael interpreted Camp David as giving it more comtral in
Arab regimes, Palestinian armed groups grew in ability and the West Bank and other cccunied territories. [t immeciately
succepded later in eoordinating their fight under the umbrella launched an aggressive settlement policy to which Americans and
of the Paleatine Liberation Organisation. In 1974 the PLD layntians expressed no more than verbal opposition. In the view
Sulninated its political struggle for identity by its recognition of the Palestinians, they were to pay the price of returning Sinad
at the Rabat Arab Susmit as the “legitimate and sole representative o Egypt.

of the Palestinian people.” luring the 1970s the PLO succeeded
The political background for the ressurce conflict

The Wost Bank was caught by Israell occupation in a state of extrems

in gaining stronger intematicnal support and recognition, until

it cane close to being a de facto regime in exile.
Milnerability and fragility, both in its pelitical and socic-economic

The 1870s also withessed an important structural change in the b Structures. This, as we shall see later, has proved of assistance

Israeli ruling hierarchy. After almost thirty years in power, ' Israel in fulfilling its own anbitions in the occupied territories.

Tsrael's Labour coalition lost the 1977 knesset elections to The West Bank was subjected under Israel to forms of exploitation

the right-wing Likud opposition, headed by Menachem Begin, This hich were distinctly diffecent Fron those practiced under Jordan.

Provided ultra-religlous groups and Zionist extremists with their

Motef thy tandi i fferences, the official policies regardi
Opportunity to attempt to create a greater Israel. . ng certain diffe *a QRO o

e occupied territories of ive lsraeli oo have all
Mnother major development came in the fall of 1977 following Sadat's

Surpriging visit to Israel. In 1978 Egypt, Israel and the United




