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The amount af usable reserves varies eonsiderably from year to

¥ear, but on the average it is estimated at absut 850 mon

Hatributed as follows:

Used by 1srael, mostly through surface runeoff

and West-bound through underground acquifers
Used by west Bank Arabs
Usec by taraeli settlers®

Potential surplus which can be orplnitqqz

The abgve-mentioned figures highlight threw fundamental features

°f Mater polities, nasely:
a
percent of total usable reserves ).
e
I+ test Bk wamlogy
Englneers, 1965), p 15,
2, Accordin
¥4l be required for irrigation

in the Jordan Valley, of which 17
from West Bank rese;

kN
?h""‘““”““'-n.m.pn.

Low share of water exploited by local residents {about 12

(Londent Rofe and Raffety nsulting

o Bonet and Elaide (gee reference below) 53 mem

Plurposes Tsraeli settlement
t]
mca should be obtained

116

b Very high share esploited by Israel (sbout 70 percent of total ).
€. The presence of an attractive usable surplus of abmst 160 mem.

Israeli water policies

Ilml:
o~ Tsrael's water policies in the West Bank are underlied by three
B fundamental motives, namely:
i 1. Preservation af the West Bank a5 a catchment area for a major
TF'S part of Israel's sater supply. It has been indicated that about
one third of Tsrael's renewable reserves' (i.e. around 550 millien
cubic meters) eriginate in the West Bank, mostly through the
a7 Cenomanian/Turonian acquifer flowing westward underneath West Hamk
86 hills toward the coastal areas inside the pre-1967 border. Istael

i "
. Mo 131977, p 4. % certainly anxious to safeguard what it eonceives as its water

Tights in the West Hank, apparently with only little deference

o the water needs of the Palestinian residents.

2. Israel faces a large and growing shortage in its water supply.

fditi tional amounts of water are necded to support more intensive

million cubie meters

agriculture in the MNegev, where large areas could be put under

* irrigation, and alss for serving its growing industrial and domestic
H Beeds, The deficit is further aggravated by Israel's settlement

o Policy, both in the occupied territories and inside lsrael itself.
= Aceording to the Water Commissioner, Israel is expected to face a

2
deficit of 450 million cubic metersby 1985,

Istael has tried with only little success to meet its additional
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