CHAPTER X
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they are under occupation. This policy has helped weaken the
®Conomic base of these territories, facilitating their economic
®xploitation by Israel, and making the establishment of a reasonably
Viable Palestinian state increasingly difficult. What has made
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As was stated earlier under Objectives, this study is meant to
Provide guidelines to those interested in developing one of the
West Bank's most important sectors, namely, rainfed agriculture.
It is not intended to be a substitute for detailed plans and
feasibility studies for individual projects. Such an assignment

has been well beyond the technical and financial resources available

%o the researcher in the present study.

Yhat political scenario?

Unlike the situation in most other countries, development of the
West Bank economy carries profound political implications which
Often over-ride conventional economic and social criteria. This is
Mre true in the case of agriculture, because of its heavy bearing
on fundamental issues underlying the Palestinian-Israeli conflict,
Such as land, water and population changes. So before articulating
& developmental strategy for such a highly politically charged
Sector, one should first outline the political setting within which
development is to take place. This was the crucial but somewhat
SPeculative issue which overshadowed economic forcasts envisioned
for the occupied territories by such economists as Vivian Bull (The
Yest Bank-1s It Viable?), Brain van Arkadie (Benefits and Burdens),

nd Elias Tuma and H. Drabkin (The Economic Case For Palestine).

Ever since June 1967, the question has remained the same: what is

the political scenario to be assumed by the development economist?

M“")" economists were attracted to explore the economic viability
Ang development potential following Israeli withdrawal and the
®8tablighment of an independent Palestinian State. Such economic
*Cenarios, however, proved of little practical value because of one
Tundamental impediment - continued occupation. Even now, 15 years
*Tter the onset of Israeli occupation, it remains unduly optimistic
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