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Abstract

This study has dealt with cultivation of arable lands

in al Bathan Valley (Fari'ah, Nassariyyah and 'Agrabaniyyah)

for being . the most convenient areas in this regard .

The area of the West Bank is 5,800,060 dunum of which

about 38.5% - i.e. 2,230,000 dunum - is, as far as cultiva-
tion is concerned, subject to some restrictions, it is rem-

arkable to mention that about 5.57% of the percent mentioned

ts coverdd in this study .
As for the lands of the West Bank , they are divided into

six types (regions ) according to the soil's convenience

for cultivation. These divisions are geographically distrib-
uted and some of which are exploited in both irrigated and
non-irrigated cultivation.

This study aims at collecting some statistical data con
-cerning the areas cultivated and the farmers attitudes tow-
ards changing the agricultural pattern in the cultivatcd areas.
This study also aims at studying lands productivity befor and
after cultivation.

As regards the methods followed to collect infotmation,
it is worth:mentioning that. a special questionnaire is form-
ed to be completed by farmers biassed sample), in addition
to interviews with experts and agronomists and many other
sources of information.

The cultivation process means the conversion of the non-

arable lands into arable lands and the conversion of the ec—

onomically non-viable lands into economically viable lands .
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This cultivation process — in the field of the study -

is represented by thé introduction of the mechanized work

in addition to manual works .

Nevertheless, the cultividtion process faces many prob-
lems . The most serious problem is represented by the high
costs . These costs are dealt with in this study and are
classified under six categories of which the irrigation net
forms about 32.27 of the total costs that are estimated at

the average of J.D. 403.7 per dunum .

The cultivation of land has realized many goals sought
by farmers and this greatly motivates and encoutages them to
cultivate the rest of their lsmds . this in turn has protec+ -
ted lands from confiscation by the Israeli authorities in
addition to many other goals such as the increase in the lands

productivity rates when compared with the non-cultivated lands

The research has studied the most important crops grown

in the area of the study . These crops has beeh classified
into many categories of which vegetables have taken the first

place regarding the areas grown with ,i.e. 62.2% of the total

cultivated areas followed by grains and then the fruitful

trees .

This research has présented a contrastive study of the
output before and after cultivation. It has dealt with many
crops such as grains , citrus and tomatoes .

Finally, the recommendations and results are suggested

for the farmers to adopt to achieve their different goals .



