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Khalil Al-'Aloul 1is a Palestinian agricultural engineer from
Halhoul, near Hebron, who is now working with UNRWA Project
Development Department. During the.year 1986 he prepared a
paper on how to increase the area of cultivated land in the
West Bank. This paper is published by the Arab Thought Forum -

Jerusalem.

The paper begins with an introduction by the auther explaining
why he chose to undertake such a project, and how he believes
it could help raise the participation of agriculture in the
income of Palestinian families in the West Bank, and in
protecting more land from confiscation. If this project is
carried through, it would also provide jobs for a large number
of unemployed Palestinians, and it would also provide an
alternative to those Palestinian workers working in Israel.

For the 1land which cannot be cultivated with market crops or
fruit trees, the author suggests that it could be turned into
forests or pasture land. Based on an analysis of topography and
climate, this paper shows how much of the West Bank's 1land
could be used for agricultural purposes; for afforestation or
as pastures. It also estimates the possible area of each of
these categories and explains the importance of each.

A cost analysis 1is provided to show the required financial
input in each of the 1land-reclamation methods and their
relative appropriateness under each different topography.

The first chapter discusses the distribution of the West Bank's
land according to its use, and a number of tables and graphs
are supplied to show the distribution of land according to its
use in the West Bank in general. According to this chapter, the
total area of the West Bank is 5,877,963 dunums. Out of which
1,626,000 dunums are used for agricultural purposes, 240,000
dunums are forests, 140,000 dunums are residential areas,
70,000 dunums are covered with roads, and 50,000 dunums are
historical sights. Moreover, 500,000 dunums of the West Bank
are barren and covered with desert. This land cannot be used.
Adding these up leaves 3,241,963 dunums of unused land in the
West Bank. Part of this land is sometimes used as natural
Pastures. o
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The author did not rule out the possibility .of using the
confiscated land because its confiscation was illegal and
"contradicts"” the International law. This land still belongs to
the Palestinian people, and would be a part of any future
Palestinian state.

The author lists a number of reasons for the low percentage of
used land to total land in all of these districts which are
mainly as follows :

1- Israeli settlements, especially agricultural settlements in
the Jordan Valley. Although this land is used for agriclture,
its produce does not go for the Palestinians but for the
Israeli settlers.

2- Israeli confiscation of large areas of land, especially in
the Jordan valley and Jerusalem.

3- Israeli control over the water resources and wells. The
Israeli authorities 1limit the amounts of water to be used by
Palestinian farmers and prevents them from digging new wells.
4—- Marketing problems discourage farmers from investing in the
land and its reclimation.

5= High costs of land reclamation and lack of funding.

6- Large number of emigrants from some areas like Ramallah and
Al Bireh. Most of these emigrants are land owners.

7- Low rainfall on the eastern hights of Jerusalem, Hebron, and
Bethlehem makes this land unreclaimable.

In this chapter the author provides two tables showing his
proposal for the reclaimable areas in each district, and the
form of reclamation.

In the next chapter the author describes the nature and
topography of the West Bank's land. This would help in planning
for land utilization. The land is first classified according to
its topography, then according to the amount of annual rainfall
and thirdly according to the Israeli aerial survey of the West

Bank.
The Third chapter is concemed with land reclamation, its
definition, elements influencing land reclamation methods, and

cost analysis of each land reclamation method. It also
considers how to manage such a project and how to look after
reclaimed land.



Chapter four describes the author's suggestimé of how to wuse
the unreclaimable land. The main suggestions are to afforestate
land suitable for forestation and to use the rest as pasture

land.

The last chapter deals with the other projects needed to
facilitate carrying throuugh land reclamation. These include the
openning of agricultural roads, improving the existing roads
and resurfacing them where possible. A wider use of mechanical
tools and modern agricultural technology are also essential for
such a project. The development of marketing and agro-industry
should go alongside any development project concermned with
agriculture. The need for agricultural research  and
experimental stations becomes evident in such a project.




